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	Nature of matter:
	Urgent application – interim relief sought – to halt ANC Provincial Conference from taking place

The applicants approached this court on the night of 30 September 2017 with a certificate of urgency and pro-forma papers for the launch of an urgent application in which they proposed seeking interim relief in order to bring a halt to the eighth ANC Eastern Province Conference until certain alleged disputes/grievances and appeals launched by the branches, which the applicants purport to represent in this matter, were fully determined and finalized.

Underpinning this relief the applicants complained that the steering committee of the ANC had unlawfully forged ahead with the conference, which had commenced on 29 September 2017, without first “investigating, (or) hearing (their) grievances and appeals”.  They alleged that this conduct was unlawful and unconstitutional and fell to be set aside ultimately on review.  The applicants had hoped to secure an interim order on the basis proposed, without giving the respondents notice, but the court was not prepared to entertain the matter on an exparte basis.

In the result, and for the reasons already indicated, the application falls to be struck off the roll, given that it was not properly enrolled before the court and the respondents’ rights compromised by the applicant’s failure to adhere to my directive giving recognition to their right to be properly heard under the relevant and very pressed circumstances.  The costs must follow that result.

The court was mindful that the applicants may wish to still pursue a review.   Since they have gone to the trouble to set out the basis for it in the present application, the court was inclined to allow them to make out their case on these papers, suitably amended, should they wish to avoid a duplication of costs by later issuing out a fresh application.  The order the court intended to make accordingly takes account of this contingency.



	Court Order:


	I issue the following order:

1. The urgent application for interim relief is struck from the roll.

2. The applicants are to pay the respondents costs, such costs to include the costs of two counsel.

3. The applicants are granted leave to use the same papers, suitably amended, to pursue an application for review, if so advised.
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