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KGOMO, J:
This is a claim for damages against the Road Accident Fund arising out of injuries sustained by the plaintiff during a motor vehicle collision. 
Before the Court was the question whether the plaintiff had suffered any future loss of earnings, if so, at how much such loss is to be computed. 

The plaintiff is a 50 year old municipal employee. As the accountant of the municipality, her job not only entails her performing sedentary work like sitting at her desk writing or working on the computer but also required her to travel regularly to the satellite offices of the district municipality to do spot-checks, assist with training and do general supervisory work. As a consequence of the accident, she was booked off sick but was placed on paid leave. The only loss she sustained was the loss of vacation leave days as she was not allowed to take sick leave whenever she attended follow-up treatment or consult with her doctors and experts. 
Evidence also suggested that the plaintiff would have to retire earlier that the generally accepted and legislated age of 65. 

In casu, the Court found, with respect to loss of earnings and earning capacity, as encapsulated by Chetty J in Prinsloo v RAF 2009 (5) SA 406 (SE) that the loss or diminution of earnings capacity had in actual fact translated into pecuniary or patrimonial loss. The Court further stated where a claimant’s earning capacity has been impaired or compromised, such incapacity constitutes a loss. 
Where such loss diminishes the claimant’s patrimony, the latter is entitled to be compensated to the extent that her patrimony has been so diminished. 
The Court awarded the plaintiff all her proved and agreed damages in the tune of R632 858.00 and the costs of medico-legal reports of her medical experts. 
