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The Supreme Court of Appeal today upheld the appeal brought by the National 

Director of Public Prosecutions, the Investigating Directors of three of the directorates 

established under the National Prosecuting Authority Act and the Durban Director of 

Public Prosecutions against an order made by Mr Justice Hurt in the Durban High 

Court setting aside five search warrants issued by the Judge President of the Transvaal 

Provincial Division Mr Justice Ngoepe, authorising the search of premises occupied 

or formerly occupied by Mr Jacob Zuma and his attorney Mr Michael Hulley. 

 

In his judgment which was concurred in by Appeal Judges Ponnan and Mlambo, 

Appeal Judge Nugent held that the warrants under consideration expressed 

‘intelligibly and with certainty the scope of the authority that they confer’ and that the 

statute under which they were issued required no more. 

 

In a minority judgment concurred in by Appeal Judge Cloete, Appeal Judge Farlam 

stated he agreed with Mr Justice Hurt in the Durban High Court that the warrants 

were invalid because they did not intelligibly convey the ambit of the search. 


