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MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

The Supreme Court of Appeal (SCA) today dismissed the appeal of the Makhuva-Mathebula 

Community (the community) against the Regional Land Claims Commissioner, Limpopo (the 

RLCC). 

 The community lodged a land claim with the RLCC in terms of the Restitution of Land 

Rights Act 22 of 1994. In the claim for, at the appropriate place, the community listed a number 

of properties that it claimed. It also attached two maps under a heading on the form inviting 

any other information that claimants wished to bring to the attention of the RLCC. When the 

RLCC published the claim in the Gazette, it did so with reference to the properties listed in the 

claim form. The community alleged that it had in fact claimed every property that appeared on 

the maps, and those properties should have been published in the Gazette.  

 The community took the RLCC’s decision to publish the claim in the way in which he 

did on review. The Land Claims Court dismissed the community’s application and the SCA 

dismissed its appeal against that decision. It held that the RLCC in publishing the claim on the 

understanding that the properties claimed were those listed in the claim form had applied his 

mind and had acted rationally. 

 


